A  BILL   OF   IMPEACHMENT
was dispatched by the Bishop of London, intimating to the University the King's pleasure that they should choose the Duke as their new Chancellor. To the High Churchmen at this ancient seat of learning the King's behest was a great joy, but the Puritan element openly rebelled at the idea, whilst the more moderate considered it, in view of the circumstances, an indiscreet action. They objected cthat instead of the patronage we sought for, we should bring lasting scandal and draw a general contempt and hatred upon the University, as men of the most prostitute flattery; that it would not be safe for us to engage ourselves in public affairs9.1
The Puritans chose to advance the Earl of Berkshire, son of the late Chancellor, to rival Buckingham, and the resultant election in the Duke's favour was as close as 108 votes to 103. On June ist Charles realized his wish, and the Duke of Buckingham was triumphantly declared Chancellor of Cambridge University.
The Commons were furious at this open flaunting of their recent petition against the advancement of the Duke to so many high offices. They openly expostulated with the University, declaring that it had committed an act of rebellion, and even went so far as to send letters commanding certain professors to come up to London and answer for their conduct. But at this point Charles intervened, and commanded them not to stir in this business of the University, which belonged not to them, but to himself.
Buckingham sent the University a most gracious letter, appreciating the great honour they had done him, which had satisfied an ambition he had long entertained to be well thought of by men of learning. He was also fias apprehensive of the time they had shown their affections in, as of the honour they had done him'. To return their
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